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INITIAL RESPONSE FROM THE GLOBAL SOUTH FELLOWSHIP OF 
ANGLICAN CHURCHES (GSFA) TO THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND  

‘BLESSING’ OF GAY UNIONS 
 

The Global South Fellowship of Anglican Churches (GSFA) deeply regrets the decision of the 
Church of England’s General Synod today, supporting the House of Bishops’ proposals to ‘bless’ 
Same Sex Unions – which goes against the overwhelming mind of the Anglican Communion. 
 
Whatever the legal advice that the CofE’s Doctrine of Marriage has not changed, we hold the well-
established view that Anglican liturgy expresses its doctrine. Furthermore, with the adoption of the 
Motion, the ‘public perception’ and reality at parish level shall be that the Church no longer sees 
the Union of one man to one woman for life as the only way intended and blessed by God, for the 
flourishing of marriage, family, communities, and national life. 
 
The Church cannot ‘bless’ in God’s name the union of same sex partnered individuals, much less 
sexual relationships between same-sex persons which in God’s Word He declares to be sinful.  
 
The role of the Archbishop of Canterbury in leading the House of Bishops to make the 
recommendations that undergird the Motion, together with his statements, alongside the 
Archbishop of York, and the Bishop of London leading up to the General Synod, cause the GSFA to 
question his fitness to lead what is still a largely orthodox world-wide Communion.   
 
In view of these developments, the GSFA will be taking decisive steps towards re-setting the 
Anglican Communion (as outlined in our ‘Communique’ following the 2022 Lambeth Conference). 
Orthodox Provinces in GSFA are not leaving the Anglican Communion, but with great sadness 
must recognise that the Church of England has now joined those Provinces with which communion 
is impaired. The historical Church which spawned the global Communion, and which for centuries 
was accorded ‘first among equals’ status, has now triggered a widespread loss of confidence in her 
leadership of the Communion.  
 
Next Monday the Global South Primates shall meet to consider more fully the decision by the 
General Synod and shall release a more detailed response in due course.  Whilst the GSFA is giving 
its full attention to developments in CofE, it is also in much prayer and practical concern for the 
earthquake tragedy in Turkey & Syria.  We invite the General Synod to join us in prayer and 
practical action.  
 

ENDS 
 
Editor’s Note: 
The GSFA is a worldwide fellowship of orthodox Anglican Provinces and Dioceses. Presently, 25 
Provinces belong to, or are associated with the Fellowship. See www.thegsfa.org  
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